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Simon Wills: How Our AncestorsDied: A Guidefor Family Historians before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised How Our Ancestors Died: A Guide for Family Historians:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A must for anyone doing genealogy researchBy Ann FlynnGives
fantastic insight into diseases and causes of death that so many who lived in the previous centuries suffered from. A
wonderful reference book for those doing family history. It even includes the top ten most common causes of death for
each of the past five centuries.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. InformativeBy Jane S. BonnyThis
book is good about describing alternate names of diseases an the symptoms, duration and after-effects. The historical
part emphasizes England but it's still helpful .0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Times have definitely


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1781590389

changed for the betterBy C. Christiel have not read it completely, but so, so interesting, and | am glad | live in the
times of antibiotics and cleanliness.

What were the principal causes of death in the past? Could your ancestor have been affected? How was disease
investigated and treated and what did our ancestors think about the illnesses and the accidents that might befall them?
Simon Wills fascinating survey of the diseases that had an impact on their lives seeks to answer these questions. His
graphic, detailed account offers an unusual and informative view of the threats that our ancestors lived with and died
of. He describes the common causes of death - cancer, cholera, dysentery, influenza, malaria, scurvy, smallpox, stroke,
tuberculosis, typhus, yellow fever, venereal disease and the afflictions of old age. Alcoholism isincluded, as are
childbirth and childhood infections, heart disease, mental illness and dementia. Accidents feature prominently road
and rail accidents, accidents at work and death through addiction and abuse is covered as well as death through
violence and war.Simon Willswork gives avivid picture of the hazards our ancestors faced and their understanding of
them. It also reveals how life and death have changed over the centuries, how medical science has advanced so that
some once-mortal illnesses are now curable while others are just as deadly now as they were then. In addition to
describing causes of death and setting them in the context of the times, his book shows readers how to find and
interpret patient records, death certificates and other documentsin order to gain an accurate impression of how their
ancestors died.

In this fascinating book, well-known genealogy writer and NHS advisor Simon Wills brings his two interests together
to explore the most common causes of death and how we can learn about them to illuminate our ancestors' lives.
Inevitably, the focusis on the last 200 years, thanks to civil registration providing death certificates with details of the
cause of death, but Wills looks back through time at the history of diseases such as the plagues of the past centuries
and other issues such as famine. He also shows how parish records, newspapers, legal records and monumental
inscriptions can sometimes tell us more. Y our Family Tree Thisis afascinating guide to a bygone way of death. The
GuideAbout the AuthorDr Simon Willsis agenealogist and journalist and aregular contributor to Family Tree, Y our
Family History, Family History Monthly and others. He writes mainly about history and maritime genealogy and he
has a special interest in health and disease in the past. He also works as an information specialist, writer and advisor to
the National Health Service and other healthcare organizations.



