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Tom L. Humphries, Carol A. Padden : Learning American Sign Language: Levels I II--Beginning Intermediate 
(2nd Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Learning American Sign Language: Levels I II--Beginning Intermediate (2nd Edition): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Purchased for a continuing education course for my 
granddaughter.By Not Your Average NanaPurchased for my granddaughter. She just enrolled in ASL continuing 
education class. She learned some signing while in high school and then they discontinued the class due to budget cuts 
and she wants to complete both levels. She loves signing.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Understand 
how to use it and you will be happy with the result.By Harold GoodmanSpeak Mandarin Chinese For Beginners The 
Michel Thomas Method (8-CD Beginner's Program) (Michel Thomas Series)Michel Thomas Method Speak Mandarin 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0205275532


Chinese Advanced (Michel Thomas Series)Michel Thomas Method: Mandarin Chinese Vocabulary Course (Michel 
Thomas Series)I am the author of the Michel Thomas series of CDs to learn spoken Mandarin Chinese.This is a very 
helpful DVD if you know how to use it.I learned by trial and error so I will share what I learned and hopefully you 
will benefit from my experience.This DVD does not include everything in the accompanying book. The only things 
you will find on it are those parts of the text with the closed caption sign next to them.The actors are professional, the 
signing at the speed of deaf signers, the camera work is excellent and very clear.My suggestion is to go through all the 
related material on your own and, hopefully ,with a study partner ( not essential but helpful) and only then look at the 
DVD.Stop the player whenever necessary (I watch on my Mac) and review any part where you really don't follow 
what the actors are communicating.This is a wonderful DVD if you understand its strengths and weaknesses.It will not 
teach you ASL. It will give you practice in seeing the signs in action and at the speed deaf signers use. At first this 
may appear overwhelming. Welcome to the club. It is overwhelming if you don't follow it. So work with the text, 
review the exercises in the text on your own, and then, finally, use the DVD as a nice dessert to give you feedback on 
what you have learned and need to review.Be very eager to make mistakes!! This will give you feedback and help you 
to become even more comfortable with communicating in ASL.See my other review of the text if you want more 
information on this title.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. and although I didn't get a lot of people to 
say this book is a very good book, I had to purchase it for a ...By NessaOnce again I received my purchase from in a 
timely fashion, and for this will always be my number one place to shop.In terms of giving a review about the book, I 
always read the reviews before I purchase an item, and although I didn't get a lot of people to say this book is a very 
good book, I had to purchase it for a class. This book is best suited when you are workng with an instructor. I wouldn't 
say it's self directed unless you have some experience learning ASL. And that's all I would say about this text book. 
Good luck to all who are embarking on learning ASL.

American Sign Language is a rich and complex language. Recently declared as an official language and recognized by 
48 states as a foreign language, more and more high school teachers across the country are teaching American Sign 
Language as an elective. Learning American Sign Language: Levels I II Beginning Intermediate is designed to prepare 
teachers to successfullyinteract with American Sign Language (ASL) users. Lessons are structured around language 
needed for common-life situations, and examples are presented in the form of dialogues coupled with grammar and 
vocabulary instruction. Information is also included about the culture of deaf people in the United States. Learners will 
discover that the book:Contains lessons designed around the conversational language needed for common life 
situations. Illustrates hundreds of sentences and vocabulary with over 2,000 high quality colorized drawings that aid in 
study and memory. Contains over 100 grammar and cultural notes, 72 exercises, and charts of the American Manual 
Alphabet (Finger spelling) and ASL number system. Teaches the rules of ASL in a natural order that is predictable and 
compatible with everyday language of native users of American Sign Language. Incorporates information about the 
cultural lives of Deaf people in the United States. Is supported by a video demonstrating all the conversations and 
important structures in the text.Order the Video! Video to Accompany American Sign Language, 2/e Order No. 0-205-
27554-0 American Sign Language students will find themselves captivated and entertained by this state-of-the-art 
Video that presents all 72 dialogues and each key structure from the text in a clear and natural way. Four 
internationally known Deaf actors animate the dialogues bringing life to the illustrations in the text allowing students 
to preview and review instructional materials at home to enhance their classroom learning. About the authors:Tom 
Humphries is Associate Director of the Teacher Education Program and also teaches in the Department of 
Communication at the University of California, San Diego. He is currently coordinating a program to train teachers of 
deaf children using a bilingual approach. Prior to this he taught at Gallaudet University in the Department of English 
for several years and later served as an Associate Dean for the San Diego Community College District where he 
coordinated the development of an ASL program and an interpreter-training program. He holds a Ph.D. in Cross 
Cultural Communication and Language Learning. Dr. Humphries is co-author with Carol Padden of Deaf in America: 
Voices from a Culture and several other books and articles related to ASL and the culture of Deaf people. Carol 
Padden is a Professor in the Department of Communication at the University of California, San Diego where she 
teachers courses on language, culture and media. She is a graduate of Georgetown University and received a Ph.D. in 
Linguistics from the University of California, San Diego. Her recent research includes studies of reading development 
in young deaf children and she has written extensively about the cultural lives of Deaf people in the United States. She 
received a John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship, in addition to numerous other awards and grants for her work. In 
addition to the books she has co-authored with Tom Humphries, she has published several other books and articles on 
American Sign Language structure. Humphries Padden (Learning American Sign Language, 2e). 

From the Back CoverThis book is designed to help learners successfully interact with American Sign Language (ASL) 
users. Written by two leading authorities in the field, the 24 lessons in this book cover Beginning and Intermediate or 
Level I and II courses of study. Lessons are structured around language needed for common life situations, and 
examples are presented in the form of dialogues coupled with grammar and vocabulary instruction. Information is also 



included about the culture of Deaf people in the United States. The book is supported by a videotape and an 
instructor's manual. Learners will discover that the text: Contains lessons designed around the conversational language 
needed for common life situations. Illustrates hundreds of sentences and vocabulary with over 2,000 high quality 
colorized drawings that aid in study and memory. Contains over 100 grammar and cultural notes, 72 exercises, and 
charts of the American Manual Alphabet (Finger spelling) and ASL number system. Teaches the rules of ASL in a 
natural order that is predictable and compatible with everyday language of native users of American Sign Language. 
Incorporates information about the cultural lives of Deaf people in the United States. Is supported by a video 
demonstrating all the conversations and important structures in the text. Order the NEW Video! Video to Accompany 
American Sign Language, 2/e Order No. 0-205-27554-0 American Sign Language students will find themselves 
captivated and entertained by this state-of-the-art Video that presents all 72 dialogues and each key structure from the 
text in a clear and natural way. Four internationally known Deaf actors animate the dialogues bringing life to the 
illustrations in the text allowing students to preview and review instructional materials at home to enhance their 
classroom learning. About the authors: Tom Humphries is Associate Director of the Teacher Education Program and 
also teaches in the Department of Communication at the University of California, San Diego. He is currently 
coordinating a program to train teachers of deaf children using a bilingual approach. Prior to this he taught at 
Gallaudet University in the Department of English for several years and later served as an Associate Dean for the San 
Diego Community College District where he coordinated the development of an ASL program and an interpreter-
training program. He holds a Ph.D. in Cross Cultural Communication and Language Learning. Dr. Humphries is co-
author with Carol Padden of Deaf in America: Voices from a Culture and several other books and articles related to 
ASL and the culture of Deaf people. Carol Padden is a Professor in the Department of Communication at the 
University of California, San Diego where she teachers courses on language, culture and media. She is a graduate of 
Georgetown University and received a Ph.D. in Linguistics from the University of California, San Diego. Her recent 
research includes studies of reading development in young deaf children and she has written extensively about the 
cultural lives of Deaf people in the United States. She received a John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship, in addition to 
numerous other awards and grants for her work. In addition to the books she has co-authored with Tom Humphries, 
she has published several other books and articles on American Sign Language structure. Humphries Padden 
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