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Richard Selzer : Letters to a Young Doctor (Harvest Book)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Letters to a Young Doctor (Harvest Book): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A book by the MasterBy Helen the SwimmerI ordered this book 
solely by the title, paying no attention to the identity of the author. I like to read doctor books. When I turned to it on 
my kindle, I saw that it had been written by Richard Selzer, whose work Ihad first encountered over thirty years ago 
when I was part of a Medical Humanities program. What first came to mind was a story I remembered about the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0156003996


doctor cutting the toenails of a homeless man in the stall of a restroom, and, indeed, this tale is included in the present 
volume. The rest of the contents was new to me, however, and what a pleasure to read it! The Master instructs his 
readers not only in the human aspects of medicine and surgery, but also in the Classics and great literature (if we 
choose to look up his allusions, which I did). A fine collection of stories and observations.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy S. A. McClureOur son loved the book!1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Must Have a Compassionate SoulBy SusanSo much to think about. Really appreciate doctors.

Highly candid, insightful, and unexpectedly humorous essays on both the brutality and the beauty of the profession in 
which saving and losing lives is all in a days work. A timeless collection by the best of the writing surgeons (Chicago 
Tribune). With a Preface written by the Author especially for this edition.

From the Back CoverCandid, insightful, unexpectedly funny, a timeless collection that will compel anyone fascinated 
by the miracles of the human body, life, and death.About the AuthorRichard Selzer is a former surgeon and Yale 
School of Medicine professor. He has received many awards for his writing, including a National Magazine Award, a 
Pushcart Prize, and a Guggenheim fellowship. He is the author of several collections of stories and essays as well as a 
memoir. He lives in New Haven, Connecticut. 


