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Joan Cassdll : Life And Death In Intensive Care before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Life And Death In Intensive Care:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Joan gets itBy NurseontherunJoan Cassell understands the system.
She istactful and diplomatic. She describes how medicine really gets done inside US hospitals...and by comparison in
hospitalsin New Zealand. A real eye opener for the uninitiated....and an affirmation for the insiders who always
thought it was like that.Good reading...and | hope you begin to think.....0 of O people found the following review


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1592133363

helpful. Especially for someone like me who didn't know most of thisBy Nomilnteresting and informative. Especially
for someone like me who didn't know most of this. Definitely worth alisten.The narrator did a good job.| was
voluntarily provided this free review copy audiobook by the author, narrator, or publisher.

Life and Death in Intensive Care offers a unique portrait of the surgical intensive care unit (SICU), the placein
medical centers and hospitals where patients with the gravest medical conditions--from comasto terminal illness--are
treated. Author Joan Cassell employs the concept of moral economies to explain the dilemmas that patients, families,
and medical staff confront in treatment. Drawing upon her fieldwork conducted in both the United States and New
Zedland, Cassell compares the moral outlooks and underlying principles of SICU nurses, interns, doctors, and
surgeons. Using real life examples, Life and Death in Intensive Care clearly presents the logic and values behind the
SICU aswell asthe personalities, procedures, and pressures that characterize every case. Ultimately, Cassell
demonstrates the differing systems of values, and the way cultural definitions of medical treatment inform how we
treat the critically ill.

"Cassell's ethnographic description is lively and engaging... For the psychol ogist who has recently entered the medical
setting, Cassell's book will be an entertaining and enjoyable educational source."-PsycCRITIQUES "Thisis some
book.... It is powerful writing, with harsh (accurate) content. There are great quotes, terrific anecdotes, fiery feminism
and damning observations of doctors arrogance in dealing with family, other medical specialties, and nurses."-Critical
Care and Resuscitation "Life and Death in Intensive Care is a valuable addition to our growing understanding of our
technology- and bureaucracy-intensive hospital system. Joan Cassell is an advocate as well as comparative
ethnographer, and her work will appeal to anyone concerned with health policy or the social world of modern
medicine generally."-Charles E. Rosenberg, Harvard UniversityFrom the PublisherA penetrating ook at the values,
systems, and life-and-death dramas in the world of the surgical intensive care unitAbout the AuthorJoan Cassell isa
Research Associate in the Department of Surgery at the Washington University School of Medicine. Sheis the author
of Expected Miracles: Surgeons at Work (Temple), Children in the Field: Anthropological Experiences (Temple), and,
most recently, The Woman in the Surgeon's Body.



