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National Research Council, National Academy of Engineering, Committee on Technological Literacy : 
Technically Speaking: Why All Americans Need to Know More About Technology  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Technically Speaking: Why All Americans Need to 
Know More About Technology: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Technically Speaking: Why All Americans Need to Know More 
About TechnologyBy Stacey WalserI am a student at the College of Saint Rose and I choose to read this book as part 
of a requirement for a class. According to the authors, "In the broadest sense, technology is the process by which 
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humans modify nature to meet their needs and wants. Most people, however, think of technology in terms of its 
artifacts: computers and software, aircraft, pesticides, water-treatment plants, birth-control pills, and microwave ovens, 
to name a few" (p. 13). However, technology is more than these it is also the process and knowledge on how to make 
something.This book makes valid points and arguments for Americans to become literate in technology. One main 
reason is because technology is all around us. "At the heart of our modern technological society lies an 
unacknowledged paradox. Although the United States is increasingly defined by and dependent on technology and is 
adopting new technologies at a breath taking pace, its citizens are not equipped to make well-considered decisions or 
to think critically about technology" (pg. 1). Technology is always changing and being technologically literate is 
becoming more and more important. Being technologically literate allows one to be able to participate and be 
confident in the world around them.Every day whether one realizes it or not they interact with technology. According 
to the authors as a nation we do not values technological literacy and because of that it has not been achieved. 
However, there has been effort put in place to help increase the technological literacy, with the most amount of effort 
going towards the K-12 classes. Knowing how technology works and how it affects us is important when making 
decisions.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Technically SpeakingBy Alan Blanchard, Ph.D.This book 
should be standard reading within all vocational and Career/Technical Education coursework. In addition, the 
integration of Technological Standards with Academic standards is a must for all educators (academic and 
CTE)concerned with providing rigorous and relevant instruction to secondary and post-secondary level students.This 
book lays out the arguements for Technological Literacy (TL) in America in a straight forward, yet comprehensive 
manner. The book really has two sections. The first 100 pages or so explain the rationale for TL in education, with the 
remainder of the book providing references for additional supporting evidence.Save yourself time by buying multiple 
copies up front. One for you to keep and the others to give to those individuals you know need to hear this message!1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Why Technical Education MattersBy William ThomasThis book is 
actually the culmination of over 2 years of research by the National Research Council on technological literacy in the 
United States.The sad truth is that although we are utterly dependent on sophisticated technological systems to 
maintain our way of life, as a nation we are ignorant of the functioning of those systems to an astonishing degree.This 
report makes the case that everyone involved in education needs to do a better job of educating students about how the 
technical world around them works. The book provides firepower to those who have been advocating for additional 
technical education and a wake up call for those who have not.I highly recommend reading this if you are involved in 
education at any capacity.

Cell phones . . . airbags . . . genetically modified food . . . the Internet. These are all emblems of modern life. You 
might ask what we would do without them. But an even more interesting question might be what would we do if we 
had to actually explain how they worked? The United States is riding a whirlwind of technological change. To be sure, 
there have been periods, such as the late 1800s, when new inventions appeared in society at a comparable rate. But the 
pace of change today, and its social, economic, and other impacts, are as significant and far reaching as at any other 
time in history. And it seems that the faster we embrace new technologies, the less weacirc;euro;trade;re able to 
understand them. What is the long-term effect of this galloping technological revolution? In todayacirc;euro;trade;s 
new world, it is nothing less than a matter of responsible citizenship to grasp the nature and implications of 
technology. Technically Speaking provides a blueprint for bringing us all up to speed on the role of technology in our 
society, including understanding such distinctions as technology versus science and technological literacy versus 
technical competence. It clearly and decisively explains what it means to be a technologically-literate citizen. The 
book goes on to explore the context of technological literacyacirc;euro;"the social, historical, political, and educational 
environments. This readable overview highlights specific issues of concern: the state of technological studies in K-12 
schools, the reach of the Internet into our homes and lives, and the crucial role of technology in todayacirc;euro;trade;s 
economy and workforce. Three case studies of current issuesacirc;euro;"car airbags, genetically modified foods, and 
the California energy crisisacirc;euro;"illustrate why ordinary citizens need to understand technology to make 
responsible decisions. This fascinating book from the National Academy of Engineering is enjoyable to read and filled 
with contemporary examples. It will be important to anyone interested in understanding how the world around them 
works.
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