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Paul F. Basch : Textbook of International Health  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Textbook of International Health: 

16 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Outstanding, comprehensive overview of International HealthBy 
Ned Wallace,MD,MPH(nwallace@ptd.net)Paul Basch's new edition of his Textbook of International Health is a 
winner! It features a readable style, a comprehensive perspective, timely factual information,and a fascinating 
historical background of health problems and the multitude of issues and efforts, past and present, to improve the 
health of populations. Must reading for any and all who plan to work within the health sector of countries in the 
developing world and for those who seek to understand and appreciate the many determinants which impact the health 
of a population.The final section provides insights of importance to anyone considering short or long term work in the 
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health sector of developig countries.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An easy read for those not in the 
public health fieldBy P. HajekOk..So, I HAD to read this for a graduate level elective course. For a political science 
student, I can say that this is a relatively easy read. Although, explanations of some of the international structures are 
almost farcical. The book progresses from ancient public health to contemporary which is quite interesting. With a 
caution, near the middle of the book some terms are not explained as easily, they are merely stated. This is a rather 
good book but if you are looking to understand American public health-you need an additional book. This book is very 
expensive, but at least it is filled with content.3 of 5 people found the following review helpful. a poor book for 
undergraduate and graduate studentsBy john emerythis book does not fit into an undergraduate program. it is much to 
detailed and quite boring for the undergraduate and most graduate students. this book has content but no deliverance 
for the masses to comprehend.it is a good resource book but a poor text book for the university undergraduate or 
graduate. jemery

This excellent text brings together information that students and professionals working in the wide variety of 
disciplines concerned with international health will find in no other single source. It synthesizes historical, cultural, 
environmental, economic and political considerations to provide a comprehensive global overview of the many factors 
that determine the health of individuals and populations. The major determinants of health status in all regions of the 
world are discussed, and interventions undertaken at community, national, and international levels are described. For 
this edition, new chapters on health management information systems and health sector reform have been added. There 
are new discussions of structural adjustment; the global burden of disease; application of the disability adjusted life 
year (DALY); poverty, equity and health; disaster and refugee relief programs; aging populations; and development, 
resource use, and the environment. The entire text has been updated, including the sections on child health, women's 
and reproductive health, maternal mortality, and emerging infectious diseases. International organizations, their 
policies and programs are reviewed. Trends in foreign aid, such as sector-wide approaches are highlighted. There is 
extensive coverage of the basic models of health care systems and their variants with an analysis of changes in the 
former Soviet Union and reunified Germany.

"... when this book's first edition was published, I thought it was excellent. The new edition enhances the book's 
stature... Who should read this book? Every physician should. ... I will recommend it to all..." Annals RCPSC (March 
2000)"...a breath of fresh air....The Textbook of International Health provides a concise yet thorough overview of the 
basis of international health and its determinants (biological, political, and economic), covering both devoloping and 
industiralized nations."--Mark Huntington, M.D., Ph.D., Northside Medical Center, Ortonville, MN, and University of 
Cincinnati"This wide-ranging and highly readable text provides a comprehensive and historically rich account of the 
field of international health. It will be of great value and interest to both students and professionals. I found Dr. 
Basch's treatment of the subject to be very stimulating and informative."--Professor Richard G. A. Feachem, CBE, 
DSc[Med]; Director, Institute for Global Health; University of California; Formerly Director, Health, Nutrition and 
Population The World Bank and Dean, London School of Hygiene and Tropical MedicinePraise of previous edition: 
"The book is a good addition to the...literature on international health, and selected chapters in it should be a good 
choice for the list of reading for a first level course."--The Journal of Health Administration EducationPraise of 
previous edition: "A striking feature of this book is the author's sensitive treatment of the human dimension of 
international health....this book....will be a valuable addition to the libraries of those with an interest in international 
health. The references provide guidlines for those who wish to study particular topics in greater depth."--Canadian 
Journal of Public Health"Ten years ago when the first edition of this book was published, I thought it was excellent. 
This new edition maintains, indeed enhances, the book's stature. In fifteen chapters, Paul Basch has reviewed not only 
a great many aspects and determinants of international health, but has also shed useful light on details of health, 
human behavior, health information systems, science, technology, economics, administration, politics, that are 
pertinent to al other branches of health and health services....Who should read this book? Every physician should."--
Journal of the Royal College of Canadian Physicians and Surgeons"This book provides a concise yet thorough 
overview of the basis of international health and its determinants (biological, political and economic), covering both 
developing and industrialized nations. The overall public health focus of the book is cognizant of the fact that more 
lives are saved by sanitation workers than by surgeons. The book represents a useful addition to any international 
health collection, from the beginning student to the experienced expert, the clinician to the administrator. It would 
greatly enhance the academic course into which it is introduced as a textbook." -- Family Medicine and International 
Health, Summer, 1999About the AuthorPaul F. Basch is at Stanford University School of Medicine, CA. 


