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John Iliffe : The African Aids Epidemic: A History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The African Aids Epidemic: A History: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent book on HIV in AfricaBy P-valuReally a must read for 
anyone working in HIV in sub-Saharan Africa or just seeking to understand the history of the epidemic in SSA or 
anywhere. Very accessible while being filled with information. It does not require a particularly sophisticate amount of 
knowledge about HIV or SSA, though some basic knowledge would help. It will be required reading in any course I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0852558902


teach on HIV.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Disapointment of Book ConditionBy yangThe book 
condition is far away from Good! There are lots and lots of highlighting. And it is the kind of dark highlighting that 
makes it very hard to read. They should not say the book is "good". I expect it should be comfortable to read with a 
good conditioned book. This is barely acceptable.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. African 
EpidemicBy D. BrownVery interesting topic. Reading the book provided enlightening information. The item arrived 
in good condition and timely. I would recommend it to some one interested in the topic who are both in the medical 
field and otherwise.

This book is aimed initially at students who want to study the history of the Aids epidemic but who currently have no 
starting point from which to enter the vast and often technical literature. Other readers will also find it a helpful 
introduction to a subject of immense contemporary importance. This book explains the origins and nature of the virus 
and the unique epidemic it has caused: the progress of the epidemic across the African continent; the circumstances 
that have made its impact so severe; the responses of governments, international bodies and NGOs; the moral and 
political controversies; the effect on households, social systems and economics; the care of the sick and the search for 
remedies and vaccines; and the impact of antiretroviral treatments. This book uses medical, anthropological and eye-
witness sources but assumes no prior knowledge. Professor Iliffe has forty years experience of teaching in Africa and 
Britain. His books on modern African history are renowned. North America: Ohio U Press; South Africa: Double 
Storey/Juta

Historians and interdisciplinary social scientists faced with the task of explaining the HIV/AIDS epidemic to their 
students can only be grateful to one of the most distinguished Africanist historians, John Iliffe, for his 'introduction' to 
the history of HIV/AIDS in Africa. Should be on the reading list of every university course that explores the 
complexity of health crises. For the greater readership, the book is a careful, thoughtful and respectful introduction to 
this complex epidemic. MEDICAL HISTORY An appropriate resource for patrons interested in researching the 
evolution of AIDS in Africa, this scholarly book is recommended for academic libraries. - Rebecca Raszewski in 
LIBRARY JOURNAL Offers an accessible account of a vastly complicated and emotional issue, filling a gap in the 
literature by providing historical context to the emergence of and response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Africa. - 
Alison Jenkins in AFRICAN AFFAIRS A valuable contribution that reminds us how much we have learned about 
HIV and AIDS from this uniquely captivating troubled continent. - Kevin M. De Cock in NEW ENGLAND 
JOURNAL OF MEDICINE An excellent, well-informed and readable book. INTERNATIONAL HISTORY 
REVIEW An excellent synthesis of the history of this epidemic. IP-GLOBALAbout the AuthorJohn Iliffe is Professor 
of Modern History in the University of Cambridge and a Fellow of St John's College 


