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Elisa J. Sobo, Martha Oehmke Loustaunau : The Cultural Context of Health, Illness, and Medicine, 2nd 
Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Cultural 
Context of Health, Illness, and Medicine, 2nd Edition: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A must read for future doctorsBy KellyThis is a wonderful book for 
anyone to read however it is most important for those who are interested in pursuing a career in the medical field. 
Understanding the various influences of social and cultural structures on illness and medical intervention is critical in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0313377855


today's society. This book will help anyone with a beginning understanding of multicultural issues.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerGreat book! was a textbook for a medical anthropology class I 
took as an undergrad and was very informative0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy 
terryplndwas what it says it was and was what I needed for my class

A "one size fits all" approach to health care doesn't work well, especially for America's extremely diverse population. 
This book provides a lively and accessible discussion of how and why a more flexible and culturally sensitive system 
of health care canand must beachieved.bull; More than 30 percent new material updates the 1997 edition, reflecting 
new scholarship and addressing emerging needs bull; Multiple real-life examples and case studies illustrate and 
explain conceptsbull; Discussion questions follow each chapter and an appendix with project suggestions is 
providedbull; A bibliography offers suggestions for further reading

ldquo;The authors use no jargon and require little or no background in the social sciences to achieve an understanding 
of health and illness from a social science perspective. General readers and 
undergraduates.rdquo;ndash;Choiceldquo;...Loustaunau and Sobo do an impressive job of indentifying and untangling 
the myriad elements that compose American health care, from both a health-seeking and health-providing 
perspective....An 'Introduction to Medical Anthropology' course syllabus that includes The The Cultural Context of 
Health, Illness, and Medicine and the recently published Understanding and Applying Medical Anthropology (Brown, 
1998) would offer students a comprehensive foray into the field and critically position them to understand the 
complexities of health, health care and wellness both at home and abroad.rdquo;ndash;Transcultural 
Psychiatryldquo;A very readable introductory text dealing with the sociocultural aspects of 
health.rdquo;ndash;Sociocultural Anthropologyldquo;A very thorough and comprehensive text to introduce students 
and practitioners to the rich insights about health and medical care which have come out of research in medical 
sociology and anthropology. This book will provide laypeople as well as professionals with a deeper and much-needed 
undestanding of the varieties of beliefs and behaviors which influence health and health care.rdquo;ndash;Judith N. 
Lasker Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Lehigh Universityldquo;Over the years, there have been several 
texts which introduce the reader to the fields of medical sociology or medical anthropology, but none have been as 
successful in bringing the two fields together in as clear and engaging a manner as this book....This book will 
undoubtedly become standard reading for medical students, physicians and other health care providers who serve 
multicultural, medically underserved populations.rdquo;ndash;Lawrence A. Palinkas, Ph.D. Professor of Family and 
Preventive Medicine University of California, San Diego "Sobo and Loustaunau have done a splendid job in providing 
a concise, engaging, informative, and very readable introduction to the fields of medical anthropology and medical 
sociology. A successful synthesis of socio-behavioral science, health services, and public health knowledge which 
advances the field and should help to improve the quality of care and health outcomes experienced by our increasingly 
diverse population. This is a valuable text that I greatly enjoyed and highly recommend for use in undergraduate 
courses; medical, nursing, and public health schools; and other health professions training programs that are interested 
in transformative education that makes a difference." (Robert C. Like, MD, MS, Department of Family Medicine and 
Community Health, UMDNJ-Robert Wood Johnson Medical School)"This is a comprehensive book focused on 
relevant factors that influence health, illness, and well-being from multi-discipline perspectives. It is a unique book to 
provide health leaders and consumers refreshing new ways to know and understand cultures. It is an essential book to 
serve cultures in creative and effective ways. The authors provide new and diverse cultural insights about health, 
illness and wellness that have been woefully missing until the advent of transcultural nursing." (Dr. Madeleine 
Leininger, Founder of Transcultural Nursing and Leader in Culture Care Theory and Research, Professor of Nursing 
Emeritus, College of Nursing, Wayne State University, and author of 36 books including Culture Care Diversity and 
Universality Theory and Two Worlds to Blend)About the AuthorElisa J. Sobo, PhD, is professor of anthropology at 
San Diego State University.Martha O. Loustaunau, PhD, professor emerita of the Department of Sociology at New 
Mexico State University, Las Cruces, continues to teach online courses in multicultural health care, medical ethics, 
and aging, at New Mexico State. 


