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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Dr. Ikkaku Ochi 
Collection: Medical Photographs from Japan Around 1900: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful photos, wish it was bigger format with more detailed 
infoBy lashelizThis is a gem of a book. If you love oddities, images, weirdness and/or are a medical professional this 
is a great little book. There are a lot of pictures that are of great quality. The only issue I have is the book is smaller 
format. The opportunity to see what certain conditions will do if not treated is a rare treat. In modern medicine these 
things are not "allowed" to get this far advanced. Get this book, you won't regret it. Unless you are looking for a coffee 
table book. In which case you'll be disappointed. Also, if you are not familiar with "what is that thing???" and really 
want to know, there's not much back story provided on individual cases.6 of 6 people found the following review 
helpful. Facinating CollectionBy mkromleythis was a great addition to my library. i have a fascination for anything 
grotesque, especially medical journals. the pictures are wonderful, taken with great angles showing details of the 
diseases. my only regret is that it really is just a collection of pictures. it doesn't provide an explanation or details of the 
client or of the disease that they are suffering from. this would have been useful for others who view this book who do 
not have knowledge on the medical conditions that these people suffered from. apart form that, it's a great book0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. A+A+A+By MinaA+A+A+

In an inconspicuous wooden box that had long gone unopened, Akimitsu Naruyama discovered 365 photographs of 
people with congenital and pathological deformations. After looking at just a few pictures, the Japanese art dealer and 
collector knew that he had discovered an extraordinary collection of photographs. ~A doctor and photography 
enthusiast, Ikkaku Ochi practiced his profession in Okayama, a prefecture of Shikoku, one of Japan's southern islands. 
He had his patients photographed during the last decade of the 19th century, producing images that are strikingly 
distinct from contemporary medical photographs, which serve as mere educational material and rarely as sensitive 
portraits of the diseased. Ochi's patients were recorded with dignity and respect, though the exposed, diseased parts of 
their bodies are explicitly documented and not for the squeamish. Individual photographs reveal the physical 
manifestations of syphilis in its final stages, elephantiasis of the testes or breasts, and other medical conditions--
conditions that today are almost completely suppressed by medication or vaccination.~Cruel and melancholic, these 
photographs seen today possess an undeniable elegance and uncomfortable beauty, qualities that Akimitsu Naruyama 
recognized immediately when he opened that forgotten wooden box. Edited by Akimitsu Naruyama. Hardcover, 11 x 
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these images of congenital and pathological deformities nonetheless convey a haunting sense of dignity and 
melancholia. -- Flash Art 


